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Focus Points…For 2 Peter 1
Listen…

* To Peter’s final letter before His martyrdom. His last words, contained in this letter, contain some of the most important principles for Christian living.

Prayer: 

Holy Father, through Your Son You called prophets and apostles to speak and spread Your Word. As I begin reading Second Peter, open my ears and soften my heart that I may see the comfort of Your eternal Word. By Your Word encourage me to be faithful until death…or until the time Your Son returns in victorious glory for my final redemption. Amen.

+ + +

Commentary: 
In many ways, Peter’s Second Letter is a continuation of his First Letter. As in his First Letter, Peter’s hearers are trapped in the throes of persecution. Many are under duress; some have died for their faith. As he did in his First Letter, Second Peter is written to encourage Christians to remain faithful to the Word of God given to them from ancient times.
II Peter was likely written in the early 60’s AD during the reign of the Roman Emperor Nero. Nero was known to Christians as one of the most hateful and murderous emperors who ever lived. It was Nero who martyred both Peter (by crucifixion) and Paul (by beheading) ca. 65 AD. To many, Nero was the incarnation of evil: the very Antichrist himself.

When God’s people experienced great suffering and persecution, God led the writers of Scripture to remind His people of several things.

First, God’s people should remember that God is faithful and would deliver them;

Second, the message of Scripture is that God’s Word and promises are true. Thus, Christians ought not doubt but stand fast in God’s Holy Word of Truth;

Third, they should remember that God is in control. Thus, there really is reason for hope;

Fourth, persecuted Christians ought not retaliate against evildoers. Instead, they should patiently await God’s season of vengeance and retribution on evildoers;

Fifth, in times of trial, Christians ought to live in purity and godliness so that their witness of Christ cannot be justly slandered;

Sixth, especially during persecution, Christians ought to patiently await—and eagerly anticipate—the imminent Second Coming of Jesus. When the Promised Messiah returns, He will bring complete deliverance to those who remain faithful to the end; and

Finally, the reason Christians can trust God is because of His undeserved love and grace demonstrated through Jesus Christ. God really does love His people. This is best demonstrated in the suffering, death and resurrection of His only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ.

Peter’s Second Letter bears all of these marks. After beginning his letter in the customary fashion, Peter affirmed the grace of Jesus Christ as the foundation of faith (1:2). He reminded his hearers that God had given them everything they need (1:3). Amid the persecution, he reminded them to “add to their faith” things such as “goodness” and “self-control.” (1:4-7)
Why was it so important for Christians to live in such a way? Simply so that they would not fall from faith. “Therefore, my brothers,” Peter wrote,

“Be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure. For if you do these things, you will never fall, and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” (1:10-11)

Peter’s reference to his body as a “tent” demonstrates that He knew his time on earth was short. His martyrdom was imminent. This is the last time Christians would hear from Peter.

“I think it is right to refresh your memory as long as I live in the tent of this body, because I know that I will soon put it aside, as our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. And I will make every effort to see that after my departure you will always be able to remember these things.” (1:13-15)

The “departure” Peter mentioned was not his leaving to go on a trip. It was his death. He was preparing to depart this “tent” to be with His Lord, Jesus Christ, forever. His words are reminiscent of Paul’s final words to Timothy.

“For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time has come for my departure. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, and I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.” (II Timothy 3:6-8)
The closing verses of chapter one reminds us of Moses, Paul and Jesus. Like Peter, upon their departures they also reminded their hearers of the truth of God’s Word. Their preaching, like Peter’s, was not some “off-the-cuff” clever, well-crafted tale. 

Instead, each of them vociferously affirmed their teaching was the very Word of God. Like them, Peter heard the Voice of God with his very own ears and on the “sacred mountain” (1:18). Like the prophets before him, the Holy Spirit Himself also revealed God’s Word to him. “We have the word of the prophets made more certain,” he wrote. Thus, we really can trust every single Word of Scripture for what it really is: the very Word of God (1:16-21).
Whatever situation Christians find themselves in, God’s Word always stands firm. When Christians trust God’s Word, revealed by His Spirit through the Prophets and Apostles, they stand firm in the power of God.

Christians, stand in the Word…and stand firm!

Prayer:

Holy Spirit, You have given Your Word to us that we might read, trust and rely on it for what it really is: Your inspired, authoritative Word of Truth. Help us in all time—every single day—to read it, feed on it, and be strengthened and empowered by it. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.
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